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"Our mission is to bring the good news of Jesus Christ's love to our entire community through
traditional Anglo-Catholic worship, fellowship, outreach, and Christian formation."

Our Vision: “We strive to be a haven of healing, reconciliation, joy and peace in service to our wider
community and beyond, so that our example in prayer and practice may reflect Christ’s love for us all.

THIS SUNDAY —December 4 & Beyond

Hope Through Repentance

Repenting—turning to God—and preparing the
way for our salvation are the two main themes of

HAVING A ) . .
CHANGE OF MIND this week’s readings, summed up in the Collect for
this Second Sunday of Advent.

The prophesy in the Book of Isaiah (Isaiah 11: 1-
10) tells us about a ruler whose lineage would come
from Jesse (King David’s Father) who would

establish a kingdom of real righteousness, justice, peace, and harmony, not only among

the inhabitants of Israel, but in all the world, including not only humans, but all the
creatures of the earth as well.

It will necessarily be the time of judgment, in which the meek and the poor will receive
righteousness and equity, and the wicked shall be destroyed. There can be no real equity
and harmony while the wicked rule the world.

The prophets’ call throughout the Bible has always been clear. It is a call to repentance,
to a total change of mindset which entails a total change in our way of acting.



God loves all His creatures, including His special creation: us human beings. He does
not want the destruction of His beloved creatures, but greed and injustice, cruelty, lack
of love and indifference have to be wiped out and transformed into a new and loving
kind of relationship among all creatures so that “the earth will be full of the knowledge
of the Lord as the waters cover the sea”, as Isaiah proclaims.

As verses 4 and 6 of Psalm 72 put it, referring to this righteous ruler: “He shall defend
the needy among the people; He shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor.” “In
His time shall the righteous flourish; there shall be abundance of peace till the moon
shall be nor more.”

And referring to God’s teachings through Holy Scripture, and our true salvation
through Jesus Christ, in his letter to the Romans, chapter 15, Paul says, “May the God
of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in
accordance with Christ Jesus...”

And later on Paul says, “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in
believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”

So the Christian hope of a life filled with joy and peace comes about as a result of true
repentance—turning to God’s Way of Love—which can only be achieved through the
power of the Holy Spirit.

Preparing the way to receive Him in our lives is, as John the Baptist openly stated, a
call to “repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”

The total realization of our Christian hope—a complete state of harmonious living—
may seem far away from us in this world of ours, but each and every one of us is called
to make the difference—no matter how small we may believe it to be—by becoming
active agents of this greatly needed transformation.

However, no one can be an efficient agent of positive transformation unless they have
undergone their inner transformation first. This is where so many “systems” have failed
by trying to change society from the outside, without considering the inner
transformation of each person first.

The Christian faith firmly proclaims justice and equity, harmony and the care for the
needy and the oppressed. These have always been its tenets. But the only true
transformation that will bring God’s Kingdom closer is repentance, a true turning to



God’s rule, that can only take place through our willing acceptance of God’s Spirit of
Truth, and Christ’s Way of Love in our lives.

The Rev. Carlos Expésito

Readings for the Second Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 11:1-10 Romans 15:4-13 Psalm 72:1-8 Matthew 3:1-12

CALENDAR

Note: We continue worshipping in our historic church. The service will also be on
Zoom. The service time is 10am. Tuesday Noon Mass and Friday Morning Prayer are

held in All Saints’ St. Mary Chapel.

SUNDAY The Second Sunday of Advent
10:00am Mass in All Saints’ Church

Join Zoom Meeting from our web site at www.allsaintschurch.org

Recording of Mass available before noon at www.allsaintschurch.org

Christian Formation and First Communion Instruction for Children

Ages 5-12 in the Parish Hall from 10:00am-10:45am

Christian Formation Meets this Sunday and next Sunday at Noon. Topic:
Communicating with God  Rector’s Study

TUESDAY Noon Mass in St. Mary Chapel

THURSDAY Spanish Class 1:00pm to 3:00pm in the Flower Room. Taught by Fr.

Carlos Note: In recess during December.
FRIDAY  10:00am Morning Prayer in St. Mary Chapel

SATURDAY Societies of May Day of Devotion
11:00am The Rosary in St. Mary Chapel
11:30 Holy Eucharist in St. Mary Chapel
Noon Light lunch in the Flower Room
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SUNDAY The Third Sunday of Advent
10:00am Mass in All Saints’ Church

Join Zoom Meeting from our web site at www.allsaintschurch.org
Recording of Mass available before noon at www.allsaintschurch.org
Christian Formation and First Communion Instruction for Children

Ages 5-12 in the Parish Hall from 10:00am-10:45am
Christian Formation Meets this Sunday at Noon. Topic: Communicating

with God Rector’s Study

OUR CORE VALUES:

e Welcoming strangers like old friends

e Embracing the Anglo-Catholic tradition

e Being dependable members of a caring community
e Respecting each other's differences

e Being faithful stewards of God's gift

e Remembering that God loves everyone unconditionally

An Anglo-Catholic Parish in the Episcopal Diocese of San Diego

www.allsaintschurch.org
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